The ASU Regional Farmers’ Market
Contact: Bob Young
Market Manager
Tel: 870- 926-0250

February 17, 2016
Dear Vendors and Potential Vendors:
Once again the ASU Regional Farmers’ Market is pleased to announce the upcoming season and opening
date of Saturday May 7, 2016. Our closing date for the market this year will be Saturday October 29,
2016. We will not hold a vendor’s meeting/workshop this year due to the costs involved in serving a
meal with the meeting. We can take the funds that we would normally use at a meeting to help with
advertising. I’m so pleased to announce that 2016 is our 10th Anniversary as the ASU Regional Farmers’
Market in Jonesboro. On June 25th we will be planning something special for the weekend when it all
started back in 2006. At this point we haven’t decided on what we will do but we will obligate part of our
budget for that event. Looking ahead we know that spring is coming and our market season will begin
soon. I hope that you all are making plans and preparing for the season and that perhaps you will try new
products along with those that have proven to be successful at the market in the past.
Each year we face changes and new challenges. The weather was a huge factor last year, especially at the
beginning of the season and somewhat during other parts of the season. We did have close to the same
number of customers as the year before but they were distributed differently throughout the season. If
you are experiencing declining sales, perhaps you could evaluate what is selling best and what is slow to
sell and adjust accordingly. Many times our regular customers may be looking for something different
but also looking for something that they love.
Some of our vendors have decided to retire and others have moved on to other jobs. However, as it
always seems to work out new vendors contact us and want to give us a try. We should have several new
regular vendors this year. Some have already contacted me or they came for a few weeks toward the end
of last season and said they plan on being back this year. Please welcome the new vendors and make
them feel a part of us. It is in everyone’s best interest to support the market as a whole. Each of you has
a business within a business. The market needs you and you need the market. At least that is the way I
see it.
Our plans have been finalized for the new market pavilion and restroom facilities. We hope that the ASU
administration will put a focus on helping us with finding funding sources to help us move forward this
year. As a non-profit that operates the market we depend on the university to help with the facilities. Our
focus is operations management. We are fortunate that ASU has been a partner with East Arkansas
Resource Conservation and Development, Inc. over the last 10 years. Without that partnership and the
location that they have allowed us to operate we wouldn’t have had the success that we have enjoyed so
much. Of course it is good for the university as well.
Please consider using social media more this year for your own operation. Facebook is such a great way
to get the word out to a lot of people immediately. We focused a lot of effort this past year with our
farmers market Facebook page and it really helped. If every vendor would send something out each
market day and at other times during the week I feel like you would see a dramatic increase in traffic at
the market. Other forms of social media also work well.

Please take the time now to fill out a new application for 2016. I ask that you make your email very clear
so that I will not have trouble when sending out information via email group list. I had some trouble this
past year getting the word out to everyone. Hopefully most can give me an email because that is a very
good way to communicate with a large group like ours. I need a new application for anyone wanting to
return as a vendor as well as any new vendor applicants. You can email the application back to me at
rtyoung5455@sbcglobal.net or send to me at 3407 S. Caraway Road, Suite 7, Jonesboro, AR 72404
We wish you the farmers/vendors a prosperous year during the 2016 season. If you have been thinking
about expanding your operation or starting something new this should be a good year to do so.
Come Grow With Us
Bob Young
Market Manager

